
Historic Preservation Commission 
Regular Meeting  

Thursday, September 1, 2022 

2:00 – 4:00 PM 
City Council Conference Room, 280 Madison Ave N 

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

 

 

For special accommodations, please contact Planning & Community 
Development 206-780-3750 or at pcd@bainbridgewa.gov 

 
 

 It is recommended that attendance be in-person, in the City Hall Council Conference Room / 280 
Madison Ave N, Bainbridge Island, WA, but it is also accessible via the Zoom meeting platform.  

Please click the link to join the meeting: https://bainbridgewa.zoom.us/j/92833530039 

Or iPhone one-tap: US: +12532158782, 93138375561# or +16699009128, 93138375561# 

Or Telephone:  +1 253 215 8782 or +1 669 900 9128 or +1 346 248 7799 

or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656 

Webinar ID: 928 3353 0039 

AGENDA 

2:00 PM   Call to Order / Attendance / Conflict Disclosure 

• Introductions  

• Approval of Agenda for September 1, 2022 

• Approval of Meeting Minutes from August 4, 2022 

• Call for Public Comment   

2:10 PM Review of Permit Applications 

• Demolition of potential Register-eligible properties:  Review is by policy of the 

Planning Director.  The Commission may waive review or make advisory, 

nonbinding comments on how alterations to potential Register-eligible properties 

could be done in an historically appropriate manner.    

o Project Name:  Carnot   Address:  4615 New Sweden Avenue 

Description:  Demolish single-family residential garage constructed in 1901  

Permit link:  BLD26951 DEM  (see ‘permit notes’ for submittals)    

2:25 PM   Blakely Awards (All)   

 Review nominations and select award winner(s)  

 Nominations received through August 26, 2022, close of business are attached 

 (Attachments A - C) 

o Nominee for Preservation Leader:  Katy Curtis  

o Nominee for Preservation Leader:  Clarence Moriwaki 

o Nominee for Project of Excellence:  Bainbridge Island Japanese American 
Exclusion Memorial Departure Deck Interpretive Art 

mailto:pcd@bainbridgewa.gov
https://bainbridgewa.zoom.us/j/92833530039
https://bainbridgewa.zoom.us/j/92833530039
https://ci-bainbridgeisland-wa.smartgovcommunity.com/PermittingPublic/PermitLandingPagePublic/Index/22269a80-efba-409c-b343-aef300fcd13a?_conv=1
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3:25 PM    Committee Updates 

• Identifying Register-eligible Properties (Chandler, Kortum) 

o Update on the potential for a Port Blakely historic district 

• Public Education / Public Outreach (Moreno) 

• Suyematsu Farm (Hughes, with Chandler, Kortum as applicable) 

o Share summary of Akio Suyematsu Day 10th anniversary activities in August  

o Communication of concerns about stabilization work (Moriwaki) 

3:45 PM    Old Business  

• Heritage Tree Register is current and posted on the HPC home page 

• When will Commissioner vacancies be filled?  

• When will 2022 work plan will be presented to Council? 

3:50 PM    New Business 

3:55 PM  Action Items (Hughes) 

4:00 PM    Adjourn 

 

mailto:pcd@bainbridgewa.gov


Historic Preservation Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, August 4, 2022 

 

 

Historic Preservation Commission  

August 4, 2022   1 of 2 

 

Call to Order (Attendance, Agenda, Ethics) 

Approval of Meeting Minutes from June 2, 2022 

Call for Public Comment 

Committee Updates 

New/Old Business 

Adjourn 

 

Call to Order (Attendance, Agenda, Ethics) 

Chair Susan Hughes called the meeting to order at 2:03 PM.  Commissioners in attendance were 

Susan Hughes, Eric Kortum, Judy Romann, Blaine Cliver, and Rick Chandler.  Commissioner 

Chris Moreno was absent.  City Council member - Clarence Moriwaki was present. City Staff 

present were Senior Planner Kelly Tayara, and Administrative Specialist Renee Argetsinger, 

who monitored meeting and prepared minutes.   

 

Introduction of Amber Buell from the Historic Museum 

 

Review & Approve Agenda - There were not any conflicts of interest noted. 

 

Motion:  I move that we approve the agenda 

Cliver /Kortum:  Passed Unanimously 

 

Review & Approve Minutes – June 2, 2022 

  

Motion: I’ll make a motion to approve the June minutes. 

 Romann /Cliver:  Passed Unanimously 

 

Public Comment 

No public comment 

 

Review of Permit Applications: 

Review of Heritage Tree Nominations – Hubbard/Meier, PLN52257 HTREE and Marshall, 

PLN52238 HTREE, in accordance with BIMC 18,24. 120  

 

Motion: Commission approves placement of Heritage Trees on register 

 Cliver/Romann:  Passed Unanimously (PLN52238) 

 Romann/Cliver:  Passed Unanimously (PLN52257) 

 

2022 Work Plan Development: 

 

Motion: Approve 2022 Work Plan  

 Romann /Cliver:  Passed Unanimously  
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Blakely Awards: 

Tabled until the next meeting as commission is waiting for one more nomination 

 

Committee Updates:  

• Identifying Register-eligible Properties  

No updates  

• Public Education/Public Outreach 

No updates  

• Suyematsu Farm 

Discussion regarding condition of Picker Sheds, preservation efforts, and use of the farm 

 

Old Business 

• Discussion about the status of Fort Ward Permit/Project  

• Update on open HPC positions (Tayara) 

• Farmer’s Market – need Commissioners to sign-up to staff table 

 

New Business 

• Plans for Akio Suyematsu Celebration at the Historic Museum on August 19 & 20 

 

Action Items  

• Provide Clarence Moriwaki information regarding the condition of the Picker Sheds at 

Suyematsu Farm to be shared with City Council (Hughes) 

• Update Heritage Tree Registry to include recently approved heritage trees 

 

 

Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:56pm by motion. 

 

Motion: I move to adjourn 

Cliver/Romann:  Passed Unanimously 
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SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2022 BLAKELY AWARDS 
 

The City of Bainbridge Island is seeking nominations for this year’s Blakely 
Awards. Since 2011, Blakely Awards have recognized individuals and 
organizations that have made significant contributions to historic 
preservation on the Island.   
 
There are two nomination categories: 
 

[1] Project of Excellence  

In recognition of outstanding historic preservation projects which are of 
significant value to the community. 

To qualify as a Project of Excellence, the property should be listed on the 
Local Historic Register or meet the Historic Register eligibility criteria (BIMC 
18.24.040).  The project must be located on Bainbridge Island and have been 
completed within the five years prior to the nomination date.     

 

[2] Preservation Leader 

In recognition of community leadership in promoting historic preservation 
by an individual or organization. 

To qualify as a Preservation Leader, the nomination should demonstrate 
how their efforts have advanced the cause of historic preservation in our 
community through public outreach and education, community leadership 
and promotion of historic preservation, and/or management of a significant 
preservation project.   

Individual nominees must be Island residents or Island property owners.  
Organizations must conduct some historic preservation activities on the 
Island.   

http://www.bainbridgewa.gov
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/BainbridgeIsland/#!/BainbridgeIsland18/BainbridgeIsland1824.html#18.24.040


BLAKELY AWARDS NOMINATION FORM 
DUE  June 15, 2022 

   

 

Nominating party:  ____________________________________________________________

Contact Information:  Email  _____________________________  Phone  _______________

Signature:  _____________________________________________  Date:  ________________

  Provide a narrative describing why the nominee is deserving of the Preservation 
Leader Award or Project of Excellence Award.  Supporting photographs and /or 
documentation is encouraged.

  Nomination for Project of Excellence

Project Name:  ________________________________________________________________

Date of Completion:  ________________________

Design and Construction Individuals/Organization: 

______________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information (if known):  Email  ________________________  Phone  __________

Property Address:  ____________________________________________________________

Property Owner:  ______________________________________________________________

Contact Information (if known):  Email  ________________________  Phone  __________

  Nomination for Preservation Leader

Nominee (Individual or Organization)  __________________________________________

Contact Information (if known):  Email  ________________________  Phone  __________

Submit this nomination form and supporting materials to:

Email:   pcd@bainbridgewa.gov    Attn:  Renee Argetsinger
 

Or submit in person or by mail to:   City of Bainbridge Island  

Historic Preservation Commission 

280 Madison Avenue N.   

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

mailto:pcd@bainbridgewa.gov


CLARENCE MORIWAKI 

  

 The Bainbridge Island Historic Preservation Commission nominates Clarence Moriwaki for the 
2022 Blakely Award, in honor of his work in creating the Japanese Exclusion Memorial on 
Bainbridge Island and promotion of the Japanese American exclusion story. With his 
communications, public relations, and government experience, Clarence was instrumental in 
creating the Japanese American Exclusion Memorial. As a board of trustees member of the 
Bainbridge Island Japanese American Community (BIJAC), he became involved in the project in 
2000, and in 2008 helped establish the Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion 
Memorial Association (BIJAEMA) that would oversee the development of the project. Clarence 
has served as president of both BIJAC and BIJAEMA. The BIJAEMA continues to oversee and 
develop the Memorial, as well as BIJAC conducting programs, tours and education on the human 
rights lessons of the exclusion and incarceration..  

  
The concept of a Japanese American Exclusion Memorial on Bainbridge Island was originally 
proposed by Rev. Joseph H. Kiernan of St. Barnabas Church. In 1999, he reached out to the North 
Kitsap/Bainbridge Island Interfaith Council with the idea of raising awareness of the forced 
removal of Bainbridge Island’s Japanese American community on March 30, 1942, becoming the 
first of 120,000 Japanese Americans from the west coast during WW2 to be unconstitutionally 
exiled and incarcerated in American concentration camps.   

  
The group reached out to and formed a joint effort with the Bainbridge Island Japanese American 
Community to commemorate this historic event, and they first considered installing a plaque at 
the Winslow Ferry Terminal. However, the forced removal took place at the other side of the 
harbor at the site of the former Eagledale Ferry Dock.  
 
As the historic site of the first forced removal and exclusion, Clarence felt that place matters and 
that the Eagledale Ferry Dock should be the location of commemoration, and he also believed 
that it was worthy of federal recognition. Toward this end, he developed and implemented a 
successful multi-year strategic, legislative and public relations plan to designate the memorial 
project as a National Historic Site.  He created a base of support from the bottom up—first the 
Bainbridge Island civic groups, organizations and the City Council, Kitsap County, Washington 
State Legislature and Governor, so that when the BIJAEMA went to the national level, the federal 
government could see that the project had wide, statewide support. With his unique public 
relations, communications, and government background, Clarence knitted all the pieces together 
to make this happen.   

  
As the concept for a Japanese American exclusion memorial was developing, Bainbridge Island 
Mayor Dwight Sutton created a task force to acquire the Wyckoff property - later becoming the 
Friends of Pritchard Park - tasked with securing the $8 million needed to purchase the entire 50 
acre site. Clarence was appointed to and served on both organizations. 
 



Since the western edge of the Wyckoff property was the site of the historic Eagledale Ferry Dock, 
the Friends of Pritchard Park wanted to ensure that as funds were raised that portion would be 
preserved, so they strategically chose to purchase the property in four parcels, with the first 
comprising the western eight acres.    
 
As president of both BIJAC and BIJAEMA, Clarence oversaw the successful designing, planning, 
permitting, contracts, construction and project management teams that built the first two phases 
of the project. He was also instrumental in raising more than $3 million in government funding, 
foundation grants and private donations to pay for acquisition and construction. 

The memorial site was dedicated in 2002. Clarence then began working with Congressman Jay 
Inlsee and the National Park Service to designate the memorial project as a National Historic Site, 
earning rare, bipartisan unanimous support. It was signed into law by President George W. Bush 
on May 5, 2008.   

  
The site became a unit of the Minidoka National Historic Site where most of Bainbridge’s 
Japanese Americans were incarcerated. The Memorial Wall, phase two of the project, was 
completed and opened to the public on July 30, 2011.   
 
Since then, the BIJAEMA began plans to expand the memorial and BIJAC developed educational 
programs on human rights and the exclusion. In 2020, the BIJAEMA began work on the third 
phase of the exclusion memorial, the departure deck which was completed this summer with 
evocative interpretive displays, with the final fourth phase being a visitors center.  The Japanese 
American Exclusion Memorial is the 3rd most visited tourist site on Bainbridge Island.  

  
Since 2002, Clarence has been speaking publicly and educating the world about the internment 
story, becoming a nationally-recognized keynote speaker presenting “Let It Not Happen Again: 
Lessons of the Japanese American Exclusion”, covering the timeless story of the loss of liberty 
during times of fear, prejudice and failure of political leadership. He currently serves as a board 
member of Humanities Washington and was a member of their Speakers Bureau.  He has 
presented his exclusion and incarceration story to numerous public and private organizations 
including professional and civic associations, federal, state and local government agencies, 
historical societies, museums, libraries, faith groups and educational institutions.  
 

The Historic Preservation Commission is not the only group that has recognized Clarence’s 
contributions to local history. In 2006, he received Kitsap County’s Wall of Fame Award, a 
countywide award for outstanding leadership on creation of the Bainbridge Island Japanese 
American Exclusion Memorial. In February of 2009, he received the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
Award, the highest award given by the National Park Conservation Association honoring the 
year’s most outstanding conservationist. In 2017, the Bainbridge Island Chamber of Commerce 
awarded Clarence Citizen of the Year.  It is high time that the City of Bainbridge Island recognize 
Clarence for his contribution to local history by awarding him the 2022 Blakely Award. 
 



 
   



  
  

  
SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2022 BLAKELY AWARDS  

  

The City of Bainbridge Island is seeking nominations for this year’s Blakely 

Awards. Since 2011, Blakely Awards have recognized individuals and 

organizations that have made significant contributions to historic 

preservation on the Island.    
  
There are two nomination categories:  
  

[1] Project of Excellence   

In recognition of outstanding historic preservation projects which are of 

significant value to the community.  

To qualify as a Project of Excellence, the property should be listed on the 

Local Historic Register or meet the Historic Register eligibility criteria (BIMC 

18.24.040).  The project must be located on Bainbridge Island and have been 

completed within the five years prior to the nomination date.      

  

[2] Preservation Leader  

In recognition of community leadership in promoting historic preservation 

by an individual or organization.  

To qualify as a Preservation Leader, the nomination should demonstrate 

how their efforts have advanced the cause of historic preservation in our 

community through public outreach and education, community leadership 

and promotion of historic preservation, and/or management of a significant 

preservation project.    

Individual nominees must be Island residents or Island property owners.   

Organizations must conduct some historic preservation activities on the  

Island.    

Planning and Community Development  
280 Madison Avenue North  
Bainbridge Island, Washington 98110-1812  
www.bainbridgewa.gov  
206.842.7633  

  



BLAKELY AWARDS NOMINATION FORM  

DUE  June 15, 2022  

      

  

Nominating party:  __Bainbridge Island Historic Preservation Commission___________ 

Contact Information:  Email  _susansh54@gmail.com _______  Phone  _206-321-9137___ 

Signature:  __Susan S. Hughes________________________  Date:  August 25, 2022__ 

✓ Provide a narrative describing why the nominee is deserving of the Preservation 

Leader Award or Project of Excellence Award.  Supporting photographs and /or 

documentation is encouraged. 

✓ Nomination for Project of Excellence 

Project Name:  Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion Memorial Departure 

Deck Interpretive Art 

Date of Completion:  July 28, 2022 

Design and Construction Individuals/Organization: This project by the Bainbridge 

Island Japanese American Exclusion Memorial Association was designed by artists 

Anna Brones, Luc Revel and John Buday, was fabricated by Buday and by Turner 

Exhibits (Edmonds, WA), and was installed by Clark Construction, Bainbridge Island. 

The project was made possible by a grant from the State of Washington, obtained with 

the support of Senator Christine Rolfes. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Information (if known):  Val Tollefson, BIJAEMA President 

Email   val@tollefsons.us     Phone   206 660 6350 

Property Address:  4192 NE Eagle Harbor Dr. (Pritchard Park) 

Property Owner:  Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Park and Recreation District 

Contact Information (if known): Perry Barrett, Senior Planner  

 Email:  perry@biparks.org   
 Phone:   206.565.5658 

   Nomination for Preservation Leader 

Nominee (Individual or Organization)  __________________________________________ 

Contact Information (if known):  Email  ________________________  Phone  __________ 

mailto:_susansh54@gmail.com
mailto:val@tollefsons.us


Submit this nomination form and supporting materials to: 

Email:    pcd@bainbridgewa.gov     Attn:  Renee Argetsinger 

  

Or submit in person or by mail to:    City of Bainbridge Island   

Historic Preservation Commission 280 

Madison Avenue N.    

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110  



Around 2000, elders in the Bainbridge Island Japanese American community with the support 
of the North Kitsap Interfaith Council resolved to create a memorial to the experience of 
Bainbridge Island and its 276 Japanese American residents who were incarcerated soon after 
the United States entered World War II.  It was decided to locate the memorial at the site of the 
Eagledale Ferry Dock, from which 227 Islanders were taken off the Island on March 30, 1942. 

The vision for the memorial, developed in the first several years by a committee of the 
Bainbridge Island Japanese American Community (which became the Bainbridge Island 
Japanese American Exclusion Memorial Association in 2008), involved a number of elements.  It 
would eventually be comprised of a modest Visitor Center, a Story Wall and a Departure Deck.  
The Story Wall was the first major element completed.  Containing the names of all 276 
Japanese and Japanese Americans residents on the island at the time, it was completed and 

dedicated in 2011. 

The architectural concept for the site and the details of each of its major components has been 
designed by local architect Johnpaul Jones, an American Indian and the principal of Jones and 
Jones Architects.  

After an extended permitting process, construction of the Departure Deck began in 2018 and 
completed in 2021.  The Departure Deck sits on the shoreline at the location of the original 
ferry dock, and is intended to evoke visually and viscerally the experience of those who left 
their homes behind on March 30,1942. 
 
Soon after the Deck was completed, a committee comprised of representatives of BIJAEMA, 
BIJAC and the Bainbridge Island Historical Museum developed and issued a request for 
proposals for interpretive artwork to be installed on the Departure Deck.  This part of the 
development was made possible by a grant from the State of Washington together with private 
donations, notably from the Kay and Sam Nakao Fund. 
 
The sculptural concepts suggested by Vaughn, Washington artists Anna Brones and Luc Revel 
(augmented by a gate designed and built by our own John Buday) were selected and after much 
collaborative fine tuning these elements were finally installed on the Deck this summer. 
 
The final step in fulfilling the vision for the Memorial, the construction of a Visitor Center, is 
now in the works.  Johnpaul Jones and his firm are preparing construction documents and we 
hope to apply for a building permit before the end of the year.  Fundraising for this project has 
begun.  A preliminary grant from the Japanese American Confinement Sites Grant Program of 
the National Park Service will help with final design and permitting.  Several generous private 
foundations have promised meaningful support, and we expect enthusiastic support from a 
variety of public and private sources. 
 
The Memorial sees thousands of visitors each year, coming from around the Country and 
around the world.  The human rights message of the Memorial resonates on many levels.  The 
theme of the Memorial – Nidoto Nai Yoni (Let It Not Happen Again) – serves as a constant 



reminder of the need to constantly be on guard to protect against the mistreatment of any 
minority group in times of civic stress. 
 
Additional information is available at: 
 
http://bijac.org 
https://bijaema.org 
https://www.nps.org 
 

 
 

 
Japanese American Exclusion Memorial Story Wall 

http://bijac.org/
https://bijaema.org/
https://www.nps.org/
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